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A Man from the Future?

Very often, as  wander through life, I'll get that old feeling that I've come back
from the future, and I'm living in the past. And it’s a really horrible feeling.
-George M. Church
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Synthetic Biology

Synthetic biology is mostly about developing and applying basic engineering
principles- the practical matters that help transform something academic, ivory-
towerish, pure, and sometimes self-indulgent of abstract into something that has

an impact on society and possibly even transforms it.
-George M. Church

What I cannot create, I do not understand
-Richard Feynman
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Homo Sapiens 2.0

We always overestimate the change that will occur in the next two years and
underestimate the change that will occur in the next ten.
-Bill Gates
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Interstellar Life

Logic will get you from A to B. Imagination will take you everywhere.
-Albert Einstein
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The Baby Steps
Rome was not built in a day
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A Person

"My grandfather looked at me, and after a bit of silence, he gently and calmly said,
Jeff, one day you'll understand that it's harder to be kind than clever.

-Jeff Bezos
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1. George Church is Professor of Genetics at Harvard Medical School and Director
of PersonalGenomes.org, which provides the world's only open-access information on
human Genomic, Environmental & Trait data (GET). His 1984 Harvard PhD included the
first methods for direct genome sequencing, molecular multiplexing & barcoding. These
led to the first genome sequence (pathogen, Helicobacter pylori) in 1994. His innovations
have contributed to nearly all "next generation" DNA sequencing methods and companies


http://www.personalgenomes.org/
http://getconference.org/
http://www.nature.com/articles/ng0596-1.pdf

(CGI-BG@I, Life, Illumina, Nanopore). This plus his lab's work on chip-DNA-synthesis,
gene editing and stem cell engineering resulted in founding additional application-based
companies spanning fields of medical diagnostics
(Knome/PierianDx, Alacris, AbVitro/Juno, Genos, Veritas Genetics) & synthetic biology /
therapeutics (Joule, Gen9, Editas, Egenesis, enEvolv, WarpDrive). He has also pioneered
newprivacy, biosafety, ELSI, environmental&biosecuritypolicies. He is director of an
TARPA BRAIN Project and NIH Center for Excellence in Genomic Science.
His honors include election to NAS & NAE & Franklin Bower Laureatefor Achievement
n Science. He has coauthored 537 papers,156 patent publications & one book (Regenesis).
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1. Regenesis: How Synthetic Biology Will Reinvent Nature and Ourselves. George Church
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