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To Sing in Pairs
Austronesian Chants among Taiwan's
’1?) Sln g Indigenous Peoples
in Pairs Lidited by Chun-bin Chen

RECENT RESEARCHES IN THE.
ORAL TRADITIONS OF MUSIC, 15

ISBN 978-1-9872-0914-3

DOI htips://doi.org/1031022/0T015
xx+8lpp. $145.00

¢’ AR Editions

By presenting ritual chants of the Pinuyumayan people, one of Taiwan’s sixteen Austronesian-
speaking ethnic groups, this edition provides a glimpse into little-known aspects of Austronesian
music and culture. The Austronesian geographical realm extends southward from Taiwan and includes
insular Southeast Asia, the Pacific Islands, and Madagascar, making the Austronesian language family
the most widespread language family in the world. By revealing the interrelated dualities that permeate
Pinuyumayan ritual chants and socio-cultural practices, this edition argues that parallelism, a
prominent feature of Austronesian languages pointed out by James J. Fox, lays a foundation for the
social and ritual functions performed by Pinuyumayan chants. Through an examination of the
Pinuyumayan people’s practice of singing in pairs, the editor introduces the elaborate prosodic design
and antiphonal singing practices of Pmuyumayan ritual chants to general readers, performers,
composers, and music scholass.

Arecipient of the Fulbright Senior Scholar Award (2020-21), Chun-bin Chen is the author of “Highway Nine Musical

Stories: Musicking of Taiwanese Indigenous People at Flome and in the National Concert Flall,” in Resounding Tainan:
Musical Reverberations Across a Vibrant Island (Routledge 2022).

Publication Date: January 2025

& = PRARIREIR IR To Sing in Pairs: Austronesian Chants among Taiwan’s Indigenous
Peoples ([E[J © 355 )
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