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The GIS-tool to determine conservation responsibilities

The National Responsibility Tool (NRT) uses a GIS-based approach to determine the international importance of a species
distribution area in a focal area (Schmeller et al. 2008a,b; 2012). The assessment is based on the bioclimatic map developed
by Metzger et al. (2013). As input data, the NRT requires a map of the global distribution of the species, habitat or ecosystem,
a map of the reference area, and a map of the focal area, usually country borders, in the widely used shapefile format (Figure
2).
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Figure 2: interface of the National Responsibility Tool (NRT).
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