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Abstract

A series of surveys of doctoral education and employment has been conducted by The National Platform on Human Resources in Science and Technology
(NPHRST) since 2014. Report findings in the 2020 NPHRST report revealed that roughly 40 per cent of university faculty staff, especially those under the
age of 40, are not satisfied with their current time allocation and wish to increase their research time. Among assistant professors, those wishing to spend
more time on research stands even at 50 per cent. In order to identify differences in the time allocation of university faculty between Taiwan and other
countries, the 2021 NPHRST report was designated as "A comparative study of university faculty working time across different countries: Taiwan, Japan,
United States and other nations". As mentioned above, comparison data were taken from the NPHRST 2020 Survey.

For this study, only 2,898 valid questionnaires from the 2020 survey which also includes researchers and medical personnel from other sectors were
extracted. For the comparative analysis, three surveys were used: “Survey of Full-time Equivalency Data at Universities and Colleges (2019)” by NISTEP,
Japan, “A time allocation study of university faculty” by Link et al. (2008), and “Academic work from a comparative perspective: A survey of faculty working
time across 13 countries” by Bently, PJ & Kyvik, S. (2012). Furthermore, in order to allow comparability with data from other countries, original working
hours provided by survey items or options in the 2020 NPHRST have been merged, separated, reconstructed or adjusted.

Report conclusions: (1) Taiwan's faculties work significantly fewer hours during winter and summer vacations than during the school year, which is
quite different in Japan’s and other countries' research universities; (2) There is very little difference in working hours between male and female teachers both
in Taiwan and Japan. However, while in Taiwan total daily working hours of young teachers are higher, middle-aged faculty's working hours per day are
relatively higher in Japan; (3) Teachers in Taiwan reduced activities relating to teaching only slightly during lecture-free periods, which is significantly
different from the practice in Japan and other countries where such activity was reduced to less than half left; (4) The slight decrease in research time for
lecturers during holidays is differs clearly from the obvious increase in other countries. Besides, one finding of this report is that the much higher student-
teacher ratio and the semester system in Taiwan may be the reason why teachers cannot devote more time to their research during winter and summer breaks.
We suggest that the education authority takes both opinions, i.e. those of the schools and the teachers into account in order to develop possible options to

implement changes. In the meantime, we recommend that college faculties optimize their holidays to increase research time, if not spent for personal reasons.

Keywords: University faculty, Time allocation, Nation comparison, Taiwan, Japan, United States, NPHRST
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