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P&% © 2008 & ASA &M E
Call for Proposals: ASA Convention
“Back Down to the Crossroads: Integrative American Studies in Theory and Practice”
October 16-19, 2008, Albuquerque, NM

The 2008 ASA Program Committee invites colleagues in American Studies and all related
disciplines to submit proposals for individual papers, entire sessions, presentations, performances,
films, roundtables, workshops, conversations, or alternative formats described below on any topic
dealing with American cultures, including topics in disciplines that have been under-represented
in American Studies research and teaching. The ASA Annual Meeting is open to anyone having
an interdisciplinary interest in the study of American cultures.

Proposals must be submitted through the ASA's online submission system, which can be
found at http://www.theasa.net. The online submission site will open on December 1, 2007.
Deadline for submission of proposals is January 25, 2008. We encourage you to consult Getting
on the ASA Meeting Program: A Practical Guide http://www.theasa.net/annual_meeting/page/
getting_on_the_asa_meeting_program_a_practical_guide/ before you submit a proposal.

Meeting Theme

The theme for the 2008 ASA Convention is “Back Down to the Crossroads: Integrative
American Studies in Theory and Practice.”

The idea of “the crossroads” has long served as an important structuring metaphor in
American Studies. The ASA Crossroads website, a prominent university press publications series,
and our 2004 meeting have all keyed on the word, embracing its evocation of intersections and
possibilities. Bluesman Robert Johnson, according to legend, cut his deal with the devil “down

at the crossroads,”  which should also remind us that the site is a place not only of possibility, but
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of seduction and danger. Has the frequent use of the metaphor led us to see the crossroads as a
destination—of cultures crossing, disciplines in dialogue, human geographies in motion—rather
than a journey of chance meetings and productive uncertainties? Has American Studies focused
on certain kinds of travels along certain kinds of roads, forgetting sometimes to pause, stand
apart, and look around? The 2008 Program Committee proposes another deal with the devil,
returning back down to the crossroads to risk the old metaphor against the possibility of a new
and integrative vision of American Studies. Our use of crossroads is meant to reflect a place of
simultaneity, an open space for taking stock and cultivating a capacious vision of a broad terrain.
The Program Committee for the 2008 Annual Meeting seeks proposals that will situate the work
of American Studies at a new figuration of the crossroads, one that encapsulates, surveys, and
establishes dialogues among the programmatic and intellectual initiatives of the last decade. For
detailed information, please check the ASA official website at http://www.theasa.net..
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