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This offers a very useful critique of any airy claims about bicultural identity and
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performing, about unitary cultures, and the like. You really MUST locate your
argument, though, in relation to the three recent books on immigrant fiction,
those by Thomas Ferraro, Gilbert Muller, and David Cowart. Even if all you do
is claim that they do not cover the issue, you have to show how you relate to
their maps of territory. I would also try to trim this. It seems a bit long for the
argument. (RESCEFIEE LS RIS ~ B —U{UFF S et 7
BB < BUCCFERFE » 3585428% Thomas Ferraro, Gilbert Muller,
David Cowart < = {7 £ i/ i i) 5 RS B DGR S  BIEER M
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In their recent works on immigrant cultures and literatures, scholars such as
Thomas Ferraro, Gilbert Muller, and David Cowart reject an emphasis on
victimization and balkanization of the American culture and the trivialization
and marginalization of ethnic American artifacts. Instead, they underline
America’s diversity as well as inclusiveness and, moreover, ethnic Americans’
ability to redefine a national identity, reshape the literary landscape, and
recuperate ideals of America. In Feeling Italian (2005), Ferraro maintains that
while Italians have become more American, Americans have become more
Italian. Exploring Italianness in cultural artifacts, Ferraro focuses not on an

Italian American community “frozen in time” but upon “the century-long, often
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wondrous, at times discordant, Italianate remaking of the United States” (1). In
a similar vein, Muller, in New Strangers in Paradise (1999) argues that postwar
immigrant fiction has reshaped the American literary canon. To Muller, as
Santos points out, “immigrant fiction is not only a consequence of history, but it
also remakes history” (2). For his part, David Cowart, in Trailing Clouds
(2006), emphasizes how contemporary American literature, especially in
fiction published since 1970 by recent immigrant writers, emblematizes the
process of Americanization as empowerment and how America remains as,

“first and last, ‘the country [. . .] of the universally displaced’” (210). Though

agreeing with how each of these scholars deemphasizes the victimization of
ethnic groups and recognizes how ethnic Americans as nation builders have
transformed America, | hesitate to embrace fully their optimistic view that

American ideals of ., freedom, and equality are now enlivened by the presence

of ethnic groups. As a Lacanian, | maintain that the United States, like any other
nation, can be anything but a kingdom of totality and sufficiency since, always,

both the subject and the Other remain lacking, desiring, and inconsistent.
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