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Hsu & Chen (2016)

First level (Core meaning)

| lao xiansheng “an old man’ |

I

Second level (Non-literal meaning)

lao pengyou ‘someone who existed from a long time ago’
u

\ 4

| lao shou “an experienced person’ |

(-1

Figure 5: The match between the semantic field of /ao and the scale for
the grammaticalization route
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